
 11th Sunday Ordinary Time (a) – 14th June 2026
    Exodus 19:2-6                 Psalm 100:1-3,5                     Romans 5:6-11                     Matthew 9:36-10:8

      Mission and Compassion 
Matthew's  gospel  continues  to  be  a  lively 

WORD of  invitation  to  us,  to  become  Jesus' 
disciples.  Paul  (Rom.5:6-11) elaborates  on  the 
nature  of  the  new  life  in  Christ.  Christians 
’boast’ in their sharing the glory of GOD.  Paul 
encourages ‘boasting’ in hope, or in GOD, so the 
Christian disciple can properly acknowledge and 
rely  on  GOD who  is  the  real  agent  of 
reconciliation.  

Paul  is  not  writing  here  about  hope,  or 
suffering, or character, in the abstract. He talks 
about the love of GOD that is shown in the death 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  consequences  of  that 
love for humankind. 

Paul  addresses  the  unasked  question  of  his 
readers;  ‘How can we be sure that  GOD loves 

us?’ ‘How do we know that our hope is not a 

vain, self-deceptive dream, that will  disappoint 

in the end?’ Paul responds by basing his case on 
the character of GOD. We know whether another 
person  genuinely  loves  us  by  the  way  that 
person treats us. The only reliable way to know 
whether  GOD truly loves us  is  to look at  how 
GOD has acted toward us.  "While we were still 

sinners Christ died for us". 

Jesus has compassion on the crowd because 
they  are  distraught  and  helpless–  “like  sheep 

without  a  shepherd."  (Mat:9:v.36).  This  image 
appears often in the Israelite Scriptures, to depict 
GOD's people at times when they are leaderless, 
subject to manipulation, or under attack. 

Jesus  neither  rejected  nor  attacked  the 
crowd.  He  treated  them  with  compassion. 
This  regard  for  the  onlookers  leads  to  the 
timing  of  the  moment  of  sending  out  the 
disciples.  Rather  than  focus  on  their  aim-
lessness  and confusion,  Jesus  declares  that 
they  are  ready  for  the  ‘good  news’  of  the 
‘realm’ of  GOD.  The  dilemma,  as  Jesus 
acknowledges, is that the labourers are few. 
He  tells  them,  ‘pray  to  the  LORD of  the 

harvest  that  the  LORD will  send  the 

necessary labourers’. 

Life  in  the  community  of  disciples 
depends  on  GOD's  gift  in  the  person  and 
actions  of  Christ.  Awareness  of  GOD's 
presence and intervention leads the psalmist 
to praise, wonder and gratitude. A new world 
is possible and a new authority presides over 
it.  In  the  face  of  idols  we  can  envision  a 
world of truth, justice and equity. Because of 
the mystery of GOD's presence in Christ, we 
can  come  into  genuine  covenanted 
personhood!  We  are  no  longer  regimented 
automatons;  or  rootless,  defenceless,  self-
sufficient individuals.

The gift of GOD's  empowering Spirit  in 
Jesus Christ energises our life and mission in 
the  world.  We  are  sent  to  hasten  the 
emergence  of  a  new  community,  that  is 
purposefully  missioned,  in  the  face  of  a 
voiceless human community in despair. - BF

“We must seek together how to be a missionary Church, a Church that builds bridges 

(and) dialogue, always open to receive (people) with open arms – everyone, all those 

who need our charity, our presence, dialogue and love.”  Pope Leo XIV

St Mary's Parish — Maungaturoto — Mangawhai — Wellsford 

 Saturday Vigil MAUNGATUROTO – Mass 4.00pm (1st & 3rd Saturdays)     

     2nd & 4th Saturdays – Liturgy of Word & Holy Communion: 4.00pm. 

          Sunday - MANGAWHAI: Mass 8.30am (2nd & 4th Sundays).    

 1st & 3rd Sundays Liturgy of Word Holy Communion: 8.30am.

 WELLSFORD: Mass 10.30am every Sunday

Tues 9.00am & Fri 11.30am Eucharistic Adoration Fri 10.45-11.20am

 Our Lady of Perpetual Help



CONGRATULATIONS

Our first communicants

Left to right: Koriri Unaia, 

Lloyd Tamur, Lance 

Rafanan, Adeline Lacerna 

and Maia Dewes 

ALL PARISHIONERS

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus says, "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 

therefore ask the LORD of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest." 

 A list of volunteer opportunities is available on the table at the back of the church. If 

you would like to volunteer, or would simply like to learn more about any role,  please 

tick the area(s) that interest you.

Please  include  your  name,  contact  details,  and  your  parish  area  –  Wellsford, 

Maungaturoto or Mangawhai. Completed forms can be placed in the box at the back 

of the church.

World Youth Day Auckland 2026

10:00am-8:30pm Saturday 1st August at Victory Convention Centre

Join over 1,800 young Catholics at Victory Convention Centre for World Youth Day 

Auckland 2026 - a massive, joy-filled day of faith, community and WITNESS. 

Inspired by the Scripture chosen for the 40th World Youth Day, “You also are my 

witnesses, because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). This year’s event is about fixing 

our gaze on Jesus and becoming courageous witnesses of Christ in our world. For more 

info and to register go to: https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026

https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-2026


Alpha in the Catholic context  :  

Is presenting a series locally on Why Alpha in our parishes, How it will help and How it  

will generate vibrancy in our parishes. All are welcome to attend any one or more. 

17th June 7pm Why Alpha. Why do Catholic Parishes need Alpha

22nd July 7pm What is Alpha and who is it for.

19th August 7pm Where does Alpha fit in the life of the Parish.

16th September 7pm How to take your Alpha from good to great

Please register on Training Zoom for Alpha in a Catholic Context – Fill out form.or 

further information please contact Clare Bell on Clare Bell Clare@alpha.org.nz     or Dcn 

Steve Fraser on stephenf@cda.org.nz

The Joshua Catholic Men's Fellowship

ALL MEN are invited to the Joshua 40-Year Celebration 

Weekend!

When: Fri pm 14 August to Sun midday 16 August

Venue: Keswick Christian Camp, 5 Cooper Ave, Holden's 

Bay, Rotorua

Keynote Speaker: Robert Falzon, Leader of Australia's 

menALIVE and Author of "Importance of a Present Dad". 

Cost: $247pp including accommodation and meals.

To Register: Follow the link below OR Scan the QR Code on 

porter attached OR contact Mike Lobo (021) 2809285 or Greg Sullivan (021) 437747 

Link: https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua

Canon Law in Practice

Webinar Series - Msgr Brendan Daly will be leading a three-part webinar series from 17 

June 2026 titled Canon Law in Practice. The series will focus on practical case handling, 

documentation, and rights-focused safeguarding. These webinars may be of particular 

interest to Church leaders, clergy, canonists, tribunal staff, safeguarding practitioners, 

victim assistance personnel, and others involved in pastoral and safeguarding ministry. 

Please see the attached posters for further information and registration details.

Please note: all sessions will begin at 7.00pm NZT.

W  ellsford Roster  

Min/s of Word 

Intercessions

Minister of Eucharist

Morning Tea

Church Cleaning

Leader

Sunday 14 June Sunday 21 June Sunday 28 June

1. Ken Hancock
2. Mariata 
Atanibwebwe
Ken
Uraura Unaia
Liz Emmerson

Marie

1. Bob Schimanski
2. Maggie Kane

Bob
Maureen Hancock
Maureen
Francis Nawaia
Ken

1. Gay Pride
2.

Gay
Eranga Amarasekara
Monica Pride

https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua
mailto:stephenf@cda.org.nz
mailto:annmariep@caringfoundation.org.nz
mailto:annmariep@caringfoundation.org.nz
mailto:Clare@alpha.org.nz
https://forms.office.com/r/kVmxvX9hFb


P  rayer intentions for the week   

For the Values of Sports

Let us pray that sports be an instrument of 

peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures 

and nations, and that they promote values such 

as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.

Rea  dings:   11  th   Week of Ordinary Time  
Monday 15 June 

1 Kings 21:1-16                                     Ps.5
Matthew 5:38-42

Tuesday 16 June

1 Kings 21:17-29                                   Ps.51
Matthew 5:43-48

Wednesday 17 June

2 Kings 2:1,6-14                                    Ps.31
Matthew 6:1-6,16-18

Thursday 18 June

Ecclus.48:1-14                                      Ps.97
Matthew 6:7-15

Friday 19 June

2 Kings 11:1-4,9-18,20                        Ps.132
Matthew 6:19-23

Saturday 20 June

2 Chronicles 24:17-25                          Ps.89
Matthew 6:24-34

Sunday 21 June 12  th   Week of Ordinary Time  
1. Jeremiah 20:10-13                                Ps.69
2. Romans 5:12-15

Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33

Prayers for our Sick: 
Matteo Gray, Petronella Brom, Geraldine 

Choromanski, Veronica Grigg, Theresa & 

Barry McCarthy, Gina Benade (Aust), 

Rosilene Finnegan, Richard McGrane (SA) 

Nanette Matheson, Michael O’Neil, Noreen 

Anderson, Liz Saunders, Noel Paget, Michael 

Power......

Bill Lewis,  Adolph Layec, Matthew Gould, 

Christine McHugh, Jenny McKinnon......

Margaret Pride, Dallas Colville, Alec Colville, 

Wilma Jansen, Loris Prictor, Gerry & 

Corozon Kok, Jill Grace, Lagi Sands, Teresa 

Graham ...........

Prayers for the Dead: 
For those who died in the southern 

Philippines earthquake last Monday, . . . For 
Chris Ohlson and Gerard McCurran who 
died recently,. . .And for our dead whose 
anniversaries occur around this time: Rita 

McCurran (10th), Agica Lipanovich (18th).

St Mary's Parish 
Mangawhai - Maungaturoto – Wellsford 

Pastoral Council Chairperson: John Brockliss ph: 027 543 0856
Parish Co-ordinator: Jenni Woodside ph: 021 774 563 

Priest Administrator:  Fr. Bill Fletcher ph: 027 950 3885
  Newsletter Editor: Marie Rambaud ph:  09 423 8907 / 021 054 4772  

email: rambaud.family@xtra.co.nz 
Parish Web address: wellsfordcatholic.org.nz 

BNZ account 02-0108-0707411-00
Reconciliations: 

Wellsford: Sat. 8.30 – 8.55am   Maungaturoto: Sat. 3.30 – 3.55pm. 

Mangawhai: Sun: 8.00 – 8.25am 

mailto:annmariep@caringfoundation.org.nz
mailto:annmariep@caringfoundation.org.nz
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